Connect Idaho:  

Attracting High-Speed Telecommunications

(Updated 8/22/01)

SPONSORS:

Idaho Rural Partnership (IRP)

 BBWI

CO-SPONORS:

Idaho Small Business Development Center (ISBDC)

Idaho Innovation Center

Premise:  High-speed telecommunications service is essential to maintaining and improving the competitiveness of rural Idaho people, businesses, and communities.  Ordinary Internet service is no longer sufficient for more advanced business and government applications.  Since there is no clear roadmap for technology deployment, economics favors the most populated areas.  Shared learning among elected officials, community leaders, rural development practitioners, business leaders and telecommunications providers is needed.

Objectives:  

1. Increase awareness of changes in telecommunications technology and the opportunities they represent for local application

2. Understand current flux within telecommunications industry

3. Learn the specifics of the State of Idaho’s IDANET proposal and what it might mean to your town

4. Learn about rural community success stories in improving telecomm service

5. Explore strategies that communities could use pro-actively seek telecommunications services

Exhibitors will be available for one-on-one discussions throughout the conference.  Rooms available on a first-come, first-serve basis in two hour blocks.

Pre-Conference Activities: (9:00 AM-12:00 PM) – Please pre-register to allow for adequate seating/attendance count.

Thursday, October 25th:

8:00 am – 2:00 pm
Registration and Exhibits
9:00 am
Optional Pre-Conference Concurrent Workshops*


(Choice of 2)

1. Starting at the Beginning:  The Internet and Why It Matters.

A hands-on lab-based workshop that will cover the Internet for small and medium businesses, web pages, and marketing on the Internet – e-Bits Trainers – Qwest

2. Public Utility Districts – Grant County, OR

3. Syringa Network – Charlie Creason or new CEO

4. Technology Corridor – Jim Bowman, EIEDC 

8:30 – 10:00 am
Offsite Option:
“Engaging Digital Government In Idaho – Adopt, Adapt, Develop”, Presented by Jerry Mechling, Ph.D., Director, Strategic Computing and Telecommunications in Public Sector, Harvard University John F. Kennedy School of Government.  Presentation to be made at Boise Centre on the Grove as part of the “E-Commerce Boot-Camp”, presented by the Idaho Department of Administration; pre-registration for this event is required, as seating is limited.  Shuttle transportation will be available.
10:15 – 10:30 am
Break – light refreshments

10:30 – 11:45 am
Repeat Pre-Conference Breakout Sessions (BSU location only)

CONFERENCE AGENDA

Noon
Conference Opens - Luncheon
12:35 pm
Welcome & Comments – Nancy Bergmann, IRP/BBWI

12:45 pm
Opening Remarks/Welcome



Gary Mahn, IDOC Director

0

12:55 pm
Outline Conference Agenda – goals and objectives



Rick Ritter, ISBDC

1:05 pm
“Boise Smart Cities”



Phil Kushlan, Executive Director, Capital City Development Corp. 

1:25 pm
Industry Insights – Richard Jayo, Qwest Communications, Facilitator



GigaPop Update



Bill Jahsman, BBWI


“Seeing the Light: Emerging Telecommunications Technologies”



Scott Abbott – BBWI

2:05 pm
“Tacoma – America’s No. 1 Wired City” 



Juli Wilkerson, Director, Tacoma Economic Development Department

2:30 – 3:30 pm
Offsite Option: “New Opportunities through Emerging Technologies”,


Presented by Gina Smith, Founder/CEO New Internet Computer Company, former ABC Television News Technology Commentator.  Presentation to be made at Boise Centre on the Grove as part of the “E-Commerce Boot-Camp”, presented by the Idaho Department of Administration; pre-registration for this event is required, as seating is limited.  Shuttle transportation will  be available.

2:45 – 3:00 pm
Break

3:00 pm
Concurrent Breakout Sessions (Choice of 2) *

1. “Why Should I Care?”  Community networking & self-directed learning – Frank Odasz, Lone Eagle Consulting, Dillon, Montana

2. Regulators Perspective – Paul Kjellander/Dennis Hansen, IPUC 

3.       “Terra-byte Triangle”

          Henry Artis, SIRTI


(Other breakout sessions may be included at a later date)


4:00 – 4:15 pm
Break – light refreshments

4:15 pm – 5:15 pm
Repeat Breakout Sessions

5:30 pm – 7:00 pm
Reception/Exhibitions 

Friday, October 26th:

7:30 am
Breakfast (Buffet)

8:00 am
Morning Reception

8:05 am
“What the IDANET Proposal Means to Rural Idaho”



Pam Ahrens, Idaho Department of Administration

8:25 am
“Broadband at INEEL – Bechtel Telecom” – Blair Myers, BBWI

8:45 am
Panel:  Community Experience with Improving Telecommunications

Describe the process that your community went through to get the telecommunications solution or improvement.

How does a community (region) determine what improvements or solutions are in its best interest?

Facilitator – Kate McMahon


NOA-Net (Representative TBD)


Grant County, WA PUD (Representative TBD)


City of Orofino (Representative TBD)

9:45 am
Break

10:00 am
“How to Conduct a Community Telecommunications Assessment”


Kate McMahon, Allied Communications

11:00 – 11:15 am
Questions and Answers

11:30 am
Lunch – Introductions by Ken Burgess, Sen. Craig’s Staff Rep.

“The Importance of Collaboration and Partnerships in solving Telecommunication Challenges” – (Archie Clemens ???)

1:00 pm
Concurrent Workshops*

1. Panel – Resources for Community Assistance

Under what circumstances could your program pay for a community telecommunications infrastructure project?





How can your program improve computer literacy?



Facilitator –  Ray Burstedt, IEDA




IDOC/CDBG – Jan Blickenstaff

USDA – Rural Development – Bob Petranek, USDA Rural Utility Service 




EDA – Al Ames, Economic Development Representative

Funding Information Center – Mary Kay Aucutt, Boise Public Library

2. Panel - Telecommunications Service Providers

What are your company’s plans for improvements in rural communities?

How can communities work with your company to improve telecommunications infrastructure?




Facilitator – Chris Hertz, BBWI




Sam McKenzie – Idaho Power (???)




Fremont Telecom – Virgil Newton






Qwest – Richard Jayo






Jim Solem – GTE






Syringa Networks/Fruitland Telephone Co-op

2:15 pm
Where Do We Go from Here?  – regionally facilitated discussions


Rick Ritter, ISBDC, and Tim Solomon, IEDA

3:15 pm
Conference Summary – Tim Solomon, IEDA


Rick Ritter, ISBDC


One-on-One Meetings

· Concurrent workshops require that 10 participant sign-ups occur prior to September 28, 2001.  Final agenda will be posted October 12, 2001.

· See website: www.iictr.com/connectidaho for updates on the agenda and event registration information.

· Offsite Options are being made available to conference attendees courtesy of the Idaho Department of Administration, in conjunction with the Department’s E-Boot-camp for Elected Officials Conference, which is being held at the Boise Centre on the Grove.

