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ALERT - IMPORTANT
UTILIZATION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM (UMP).

Counties need to be aware of this.  This is a response to the soaring costs of Medicaid but only deals with Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities.  A new Bureau is being set up in H&W consisting of almost 60 people.  Nearly all of the positions are being taken from the mental health and developmentally disabled staff in the regions so that there will not be an expansion of state employees.  In doing this, those non-Medicaid clients who were benefiting from services in place because of funds derived from Medicaid will no longer be served.

With Medicaid  funding calculated on services performed and now fewer persons providing that service, then fewer services will be provided and less funding available. If counties have to assume any of the services and costs it will be with property taxes on a dollar for dollar basis not a 2-1 match using federal dollars.  The House Health and Welfare Committee is hearing this issue and will have another hearing on Friday January 26 upon adjournment.

PLEASE TALK TO YOUR REGIONAL BEHAVIORAL HEALTH DIRECTORS AND ASK THEM ABOUT UMP AND ITS IMPACTS ON COUNTIES.  ALSO, LET YOUR LEGISLATORS KNOW THAT THE COUNTIES ARE CONCERNED THAT THIS MAY SHIFT QUITE A BURDEN ON THE COUNTIES AND WHERE WILL THE DOLLARS COME FROM TO FUND THIS SINCE COUNTIES HAVE A 3% CAP.

IAC PRIORITY LEGISLATION 

(PLEASE CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATORS TO SUPPORT IAC BILLS)

Millennium Fund.  The Millennium Fund Committee recommended to the Joint Finance and Appropriations Committee that the $735,000 to the CAT fund again be appropriated and that it be expanded to all tobacco related illnesses.  

Law Clerks Salary.  This proposal is being RS’d and will transfer responsibility for the salaries of law clerks from the counties to the state.  The fiscal impact is about $1.5 million.

H 64*
Inmate/county jail/medical care/fee.  Increases the fee, from $1.00 to $5.00, that a county jail may charge to non-indigent inmates for seeing a medical provider.  H Judiciary on Thursday 1-25-01

Urban Renewal, area, counties.  A meeting was held to discuss various issues dealing with urban renewal.  At that meeting there was a commitment to meet during and after the legislative session and work at resolving differences.

Right of Redemption.  This proposal will shorten the period of challenging the process relating to tax deeded property and to provide that possession under a tax deed is conclusive after one (1) year. 
Elections.   This legislation includes limiting registration times the Friday before election day from 8:00pm to 5:00pm due to election day registration capabilities, changes tally books and ballots from semi-permanent to temporary records (24 months), and deletes the need for duplicate copies of registration cards. 

H 62*
Prisoner record/not accessible/when.  The purpose of this legislation is to prevent prisoners from obtaining records for the purpose of harassment of records officials or other prisoners.  Idaho law already prevents public records requests from prisoners as to their own records in the facility at which they are held. However, no protection is afforded for former jails or institutions that previously held the prisoner. In addition, no protection for other inmates is afforded. Prisoners are able to request records on other inmates, which can be used to blackmail or otherwise harass the inmate. This legislation will bar prisoners from such tactics, protect persons from blackmail or worse, and save institutions the cost of administering prisoner harassment requests. If litigation is ongoing, the prisoner may still obtain this information through valid discovery requests and subpoena power.  House Judiciary on Thursday 1-25-01

Full Disclosure.   This deals with sales price disclosure of property to assist the assessor with their responsibility to determine market value for taxation purposes. A meeting was held on January 23 and a final draft is being prepared.  We are now soliciting letters of support for this bill.  This bill will be similar to legislation printed in 1996.

OTHER COUNTY BILLS

H 61*
Inmate, propel bodily fluid/waste.  Makes it a felony for persons in custody to propel bodily fluid or waste at certain persons. This legislation not only puts inmates on notice that such behavior has severe consequences, it would also improve the morale of correctional guards and staff to know that such conduct is considered a felony by the legislature.  House Judiciary on Thursday 1-25-01

H 63*
Vessel, DUI, child endanger/injury.  The purpose of this legislation is to provide consistent penalties for intoxicated persons who transport children, whether in a car, truck or vessel. Currently, it is a felony to transport children on land while under the influence of alcohol or drugs, but no law protects children from identical conduct in a vessel.  

H 65*
Assault/battery, certain officers.  Under current law, a person who batters a judge or jailer or correctional officer is guilty of a felony only when the attack occurs when the official is on duty. A person who beats a former judge for a sentence previously imposed, or beats a judge or jailer at home will only face a misdemeanor penalty.  Also, it is only a misdemeanor to batter a peace officer. This legislation clarifies that it will be a felony to batter a judge, jailer or irrespective of whether such person is on duty or not. It will protect retired judges, jailers or guards as well, when the attack is made as  revenge for some act occurring because of the persons former status. It raises the penalty for battery on peace officers from a misdemeanor to a felony and similarly protects former or off-duty peace officers from revenge batteries.  House Judiciary on Thursday 1-25-01

OTHER LEGISLATION OF INTEREST

Tobacco Tax. This proposal (still being drafted) will delete the dedicated tobacco tax dollars going to counties and require JFAC to annually appropriate, in one lump sum, the monies originally from the tobacco tax and block grant monies.  With the tobacco revenues dropping it was determined to have JFAC appropriate the money with a specific base year for distributions and then any new revenues would be distributed to counties on a juvenile population basis.  

Public Defender Reimbursement. This will reverse a Court of Appeals decision that concluded that counties and the court could not order an individual to reimburse for the use of a public defender whether the defendant have the present ability to pay.  It will be introduced in Senate Judiciary on Friday 1-26-01.

H 55
Property tax, agric land, nursery. Define "land actively devoted to agriculture" to include land producing nursery stock.  Senate Local Government and Taxation Committee.

PENDING ACTIONS

Personal Property Taxes:  There is a lot of discussion on removing personal property taxes on agricultural, mining, logging machinery & equipment.  The impacts may be between $16-18 million or even higher.  If this occurs the money would need to be replaced by the state and not shifted.  If it is shifted a large number of entities would lose revenue and would need to make cuts because they reached their maximum levy rate.
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